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THB GOSPBL ACCORDING TO ST. MARK. By Vincent Taylor. New

York: Macmillan Co., 1953. 667 pages and index of Greek words
and another index of proper names. $10.00.
This commcncary on the second Gospel has been called the "new Swete."
This aa:olade is a recognition of the monumental work done in a former
COIIIIDCDWJ OD this

particular Gospel by Henry B. Swete. Until the publiof this present commentary, Professor Swete's treatment of this
Gospel WU the standard in the field.
The work of Swete appeared some decades ago. For that reason it dealt
yeq little with the critial problems that were raised only in the years
following. Pmfeuor Taylor's aim is to take the critical theories of recent
decades into account as he treats the total subject matter of this Gospel as
well II ics individual passages. On this matter Taylor himself says: "If,
with some munge, bur with humility, I venture ro follow in Swete's steps,
it is because historial questions can no longer be ignored and because
• nalth of discuaion is available such as did nor obtain in his day" (VIII).
Specifically, it is the contributions of form criticism that Vincent Taylor
aims to consider to incorporate into his discussion. He himself is one of
Brirain's leading form critia; and so he comes ro the subject with considmble aimperence.
The author insists that he is in no way attempting to write a definitive
cnmmeaaq OD the Gospel of St. Marie. However, it is this reviewer's
opinion that this volume will be considered as such for many years. It is
di&ult to see how it could be more thorough and complete. It is the
position of many scholars today that Mark is the first Gospel and that Matthew and Luke used his Gospel in the preparation of their own writings.
If rim poim of view is accepted, it is difficult not to accept everything
dm
Taylor presents in this commentary. However, this is still not
Vincent
a settled issue. There are still such as uphold the primacy of Matthew
ruber than of Mark, as witness, for example, the rather recent publication
of B. C. Butler's Th, Ori1i•llli'1 of S1.M,111h,w (Cambridge, 1951).
laman Catholic acholars are particularly emphatic in insisting on the fact
dm Matthew wu the first Gospel to be written. Very few Roman Biblical
COIIIIDCDCllOII, therefore, would be in a position to accept Vincent Taylor's
point of view. In the Lutheran Church, particularly in our own Synod,
die two-document theoq and the whole
of form
aitia are DOt accepted fully u established fact. There is considerable room
for questioning. Nevertheless, one has ro reckon with the faa that most
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Biblical interpreters today operate with the principles of form aiticism
and with the two-document theory.
Fortunately, all such isagogical considerations can be dealt with in
prefaces
and inuoduaory chapters without panicularly affecting the m:at•
ment of the text itself. Even though one might not be able to agree with
all that is found in the very lengthy introduaory statements of Vincent
Taylor, yet the treatment of the text itself is superb. Anyone who wants to
deal competently with the Gospel of St. Mark will have to reckon with
this commentary. Jo faa, it is recommended herewith to anyone who
might want to develop Bible-study courses on the second Gospel. This
Gospel has special problems and textual difficulties of its own; and so the
publication of such a book as this is a welcome addition to the materials
available to our generation in the area of New Testament interpreration.
MAllTJN H. SCHARLEMANN

THB PIRST BPISTLB GBNl!RAL OP ST. PEil!R, AN INTERPRBTIVB
PARAPHRASI!. By Ewald M. Plass. Sr. Louis: Concordia Publishing
cents. Paper. 35
House, 1953. 31 pages.
This is one in a series of paraphrases prepared by one of the members
of the Student Service Commission and intended primarily for use by
college students. The author is professor of Christian doarine at Concordia College, Milwaukee. His interpretive paraphrasing le:ins very heavily on previous materials, panicularly those of Bishop Wand of London.
However, it is given the particular emphasis and interpretation needed
by American college students from our Christian families. As such this
little booklet should prove to be quite valuable.
If there is any one aiticism that might be made of this particular
rendering it would · be this, that some of the phrases become rather
unnecessarily elaborate. Only college students would mllke much of a sen•
tence like this: "At the very center of this will be an intimate, enrapturing
recognition of God and a transporting communion and fellowship with
Him." At one place the author also uses this rather complicated expression,
"But this positive truth has an inevitable negative implication." College
students will, perhaps, be able to manage such heavy phrases. It migbr,
however, have been bcrter to do these expressions more simply.
All in all, however, the Student Service Commission should be com•
mended for continuing this series of interpretive paraphrases.
MAB.TIN H. SCHAllLBMANN

THB MISUNDBRSTANDING OP THB CHURCH (DIIS Miss11ersl••11Jt1is
tler Kireh•J. By Emil Brunner, trans. by Harold Knight. Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 1953. 132 pages. Cloth. $2.50.
Lutherans will both nod and shake their heads when they read this
vitally important criticism of the ecumenical movement of our day.
So much that Brunner says accords with our profoundly held con-
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Yiaioas: It is impossible to
equate
rhe •iilesi• of rhe New Teswneot
wida die institutional Church; Calvin is mistaken in his individualistic
ca:laiolo&r; "the new dimension of life in rhe Holy Spirit and the new
ama which Jesus Christ bas DOt merely announced, but also inaugurated"

(p.22) raulrs in a profound
Covenant
difference berween the New
and
die Old; any artirude which pretends to communion with God without
communion with man is false; modern rationalists err in equating rhe
universal priesthood of believers with democratic concepts; theological intelleaualism has a stifling effccr on the operation of the Holy Ghost; the
coune rmt Western ecclesiology took in iu development into the Roman
Papaq was diwuous; in the Roman Church "Canon Law is a substiNte
for the Spirit" (p. S1); ecclcsiologically the Calvinistic denominations and
die 1ect1 are intrinsically identical (p. 96); Jesus "made atonement for
all mankind, and not for believers only" ( p. 11 S) ; the idea of an invisible
Church in contrast to a visible Church is Zwinglian and Calvinistic. but
foreign to Luther (p. BO); there was no systematic communism
Jerusalem.in the
y Christian community
in
basic
Brunner's
positions are that the acelasi11 is an end in itself and
aoc a means to an end, and that the •cclasi• means merely an abstract
fellowship- "a common participation, a togetherness, a community life"
(p.10). Prom mis Lutherans will dissent as being iuelf a misunderstanding of the Church. Lutherans will dissent further, for instance, from
Brunaer'sstory
concession that the
of the footwashing on Maundy Thursday may not be "true and historical •.• from the point of facwal information" (pp. 32, 33); his asscnion that the primitive Christian witness to
rbe Resurrection is hardly recoverable, but different in any case from the
Pauline assertions about it and the late reports of the Synoptia ( p. 86);
his damning with
praise
"Melanchthonian"
&int
the definition
of rhe
Church in Anicle VlI of the Augsburg Confession (p. 103); his unwillingness to accept Matt. 16: 18 as authentic (p.120); his assumption
of fundamentally
Testament
rhe
different traditions in
New
(a Judaistic
tradition, a Pauline tradition, a Johannine tradition, and a superficially
Pauline tradition in the Pastoral Epistles); and his Sacrameotarian conYiction that Zwingli's symbolic interpretation of rhe Last Supper is "eugetically correct" (p. 126; similarly on pp. 63, 68).
Brunaet's German is not easy to render in English, and Mr. Knight's
cfon hu been laudably successful. He has been needlessly faithful to the
original in referring to the ''National Council of the Protestant Churches
of America" (p. 99) and in taking over into English the German transliteration "Urschimura" (p. B 1). Ignorance of rhe works in question
may be reflected by his consistent reference to Loofs' s,mbolism (for the
German s,,,,1,o1;1,) and his citation of Smalcald Articles, Part ill, Article IV, u "Schmalk, Art.111, IV"' (p.61). "Camperhausen" (p.124)
is olmously a typographical error for "Campenhausen."
AJlTHUK CUL PIBPKOllN
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MODERN UNCERTAINTY AND CHRISTIAN PAITH. By G. C. Berkouwcr. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. &rdmans Publishing Co. 86 pap
$1.50.
Dr. Bcrkouwer is professor of systematic theology at the Free University of Amsterdam and h:i.s received inrernarion:d recognition u a
teacher, author, and lecturer. The real theme of his lecrures, which were
delivered at udvin College and Seminary in April, 1952, is rhe Church
of Christ, ruled as His Church forever and ever. With rhe kingship of
Jesus in mind, he discusses the following subjects: "The Authority of Holy
Scripture in Our Time," "Old and New Proresranrism," "Reformation or
Revolution," "Modern Uncertainty and Christian Faith," 'The Modem
World View and the Commandment of God," and "Jesus Christ and His
Church." Against Romanism and liberal Proresrantism he defends Scripture as the only source and rule of the Christian faith. Against Romaaism
he piaures the Reformation as a divine blessing, because ir was a new
hearkening to the \Vord of the Gospel. He points out d1:1t modern Protestantism, under which head he groups all modern liberal treads among
Protestants, is opposed ro rhe certainty of faith, on the one b:lnd, and to
obedience to the divine Word, on the other. He then depicts the desuuctivencss of negative Protestantism so far as traditional rheology is concerned, bur closes with the joyous note that, despite all attaeks on the
Gospel, Christ rules triumphantly and mightily protects His Church against
the gates of hell. The leaurcs are written from the peculiar Calvinistic
view of the author, who, however, docs not identify himself with Fundamentalism as it is common in our country, but regards himself as a loyal
follower of John Calvin, whose teaehings he regards as rhosc of Scripture,
though he frequently refers also ro Luther. But on the whole they present
an earnest defense of the Gospel against Romanism and liberal Prot·
cstantism. The writer's analysis of heretical trends is keen and in geaenl
correct, and there is much greatly needed instruction and rich comfort in
his book for all who hold to the divine truth of Scripture. Especially to
all who desire a brief and popular overview of the uncwngelical treads in
Romanism and modern Protestantism the book will prove very helpful.
The presentation is simple and popular and adapted to the understanding
also of Christian laymen. We recommend these six timely leaum for
careful study by both our clergy and our laity.
J. T. MUBLLD

THB ORTHODOX CATHOUC PAITH. By Damian Krehel. New York:
Archdiocese of the Eastern Orthodox Catholic Church in America,
1953. 44 pages. Paper. No price indicated.
This frankly polemic ma by a Russian-American Orthodox archpriesc
of Elmira, New York, proposes to prove-in explicit opposition to
the Roman Catholic Church's pretcasiom
exclusive
to
Catholicity-"thac
the Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church was predestined
[to be] and is the tl• • • successor of the original Church of Christ on
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a.nb." While the author displays a naively uncririatl rrusr in the Apostolic
origin of the "Apostolic Canons" (p. 13) and in the authority of rhe
BJZIIIIUle recension of the New Testament text (p. 32), Lutherans will
&ad die tbr.ological views expressed highly inrercsring. The Rock" (Matt.
16:18.19) is the "firm faith" of Sr.Peter (p.18). Matt.18:17 proves
dllt •aa:onUng to Jesus, every Christian's duty is to be subordinate in
religious maucrs to the Church" ( p. 21 ) . The chief grounds for the con00

tinuing separation between the Larin Church and Orthodoxy are the
former', imistenee upon the Pilioq1u1, the Immaculate Conception of the
Biased Virgin Mary (declared to be in conflict with John 3:6; Rom. S:12;

aad Phil. 2: 12 ,U), indulgences (although there can be no such thing

u supcraoproq deeds), papal infallibility ( although the Sixth General
Cowicil
Pope Honorius for his Monotheletesmmmunicatcd "infallible"
ism), aad pugatory (although "there is no need of other purification

c:mpc that established through Jesus"). This tract is further evidence of
die iamuing assimilation of American Orthodoxy to its environment and
its gradual emergence u a thoroughly American denomination.
ARTHUR CA1lL PJBPKOllN

8181.B THBSAURUS. By Ernest Godlove Eberhardt. New York: Exposition Press, Inc. 71S pages. Ooth. $S.OO.

Eram Godlove Eberhardt offers

:i

compilation of Scripture texts under

more than 100 ropia in alphabetical arrangement. The special merit of
this book lies in the fact that such Bible passages arc printed in full under
die respective categories, thus effecting a tremendous saving of time and
dfort in looking up numerous references. A random selection of topic
iacluda: Adoption, Angels, Baptism, Canaan, the Church, Paith, Governmmr, Idolauy, Jerusalem, Jesus Christ. Prayer, Resurrection, Sabbath,
\Vonhip, Wnrh of God.
Of special interest is the fact that Ernest G. Eberhardt was a chemist
for 62 years with one of the largest pharm:iceutiatl houses of America.
Nevmheless throughout that time he wu a devout member of his Church,
a Church which believes in the inspiration of the Scriprures and in the
cleilJ, die atonement, the resurrection, ancl the rcrum of the Lord Jesus.
For more than half of the time Ernest Eberhardt devoted to his occupation
be was active u trustee, Bible class teacher, and Sunday school superinrendem.
the joy of reading the final page proofs of his
He experienced
book sbonly before his
in 1953. His earnest desire that his Bibi.
T""-n,1 would be "fouocl helpful by the busy pasror
average
Christian
wishes
aocl
person
the
who
to know more about
by worlrer, and also
wlm is in the Bible on certain topics," should surely be realized. It is
afmd "in the hope and with the prayer that it may serve to increase both
the knowledge of, and the love for, the Word of God." May God prosper
rbat J11UPOR.
LollBNZ WUNDBllLICH
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DicrIONlfRY OP ltfYSTICISM. Edited by Frank Gaynor. New York:
Philosophical Libr:uy. 1953. 210 pages. Cloth. $5.00.

One of sixty published or projected works in the "'MidcenNry Reference Library,"' this volume defines over 2,200 terms used in the literarure
of mysticism, occultism. and esoteric and Oriental philosophy, from
The definitions are rather on the brief
"Aaron"s rod"' to
side (an average of about 35 words). and erron turn up as early as the
second entry ("Abbadon"' for "Abaddon"'). At the same time, of 27 terms
chosen at random throughout the book, sixteen
defined
were not
in this
reviewer's collegiate dictionary. The work would thus seem to possess
real value for individuals whose reading occasionally takes them into the
areas this diaionary is designed to cover. Of interest to the readen of this
journal is the statement in the article on "Freemasonry": "It teaches morality and basic religion by means of symbols, particularly those derived from
the builder's craft; its basic doctrines include belief in God, the Great
Architea of the Universe, and belief in the immortality of the soul"

(p.66).

ARTHUR. CARL PIBPKORN

UNlfBRIDGBD CONCORDlfNCB TO THB OLD AND NBW TBffA.ltfBNTS. By Alexander Cruden. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House.
719 pages. Cloth. $6.95.

This concordance by Alexander Cruden solicits a reminder rather than
an inuoduaion. Together with Bible dictionaries, Bible handboob, and

Bible thesauri, it has been an invaluable aid to Bible study for more than
two
since its first publication in 173 7. Such Bible students among
centuries
us. however, as have either an abridged edition or an unusable worn COPf,
will welcome the information that the unabridged edition in good prior,
of light weight and practical format, and in contents "exaaly as it came
from the desk of its original author,"' is now available.
It is ample tribute indeed to the devoted and painstaking efforts of
Alexander Cruden that his concordance has been reprinted again and again
during the 185 years since the third and last personally corrected edition
was published in twenty copies. This concordance rightfully claims a place
in the list of the world's great reference works. loRBNZ WUNDBRLICH

If RBVBLlfTION OP TRBA.SURB HID. By Apostolos Malcralds. Translated from the Greek by D. Cummings. Chicago: Orthodox Christian
Education Society, 1952. 80 pages. Paper. $1.00.
Apostolos Makralcis (1831-1905) was a Greek lay theologian, philosopher, mystic, reformer, and patriot. Although be was frequendy in
trouble with the civil and ecclesiastical authorities during his lifetime, the
present head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South
America. Archbishop Michael, describes him as "gifted with a great mind,
a deeply cultivated Christian heart, and an enthusiastic soul devoted exdusively to the Savior Jesus Christ."' In spite of its editorial shortcmniogs,
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chis brochure, which includes in addition to the ride essay three lectures
freedom,
the "morherl11nd" (the Church) , aod on justice (,lilt11ioqu) rapeaively, serves u a good inrroduetion to Malcrakis' rheologicalphibopbial method. The editors have added ao extensive annotated
supplanem (pp. 65-80) excerpted from the P,tltdio11 of Agapios and
Dororheos, containing the "Apostolic Canons Respecting Baptism" and the
Onbodoz patristic commentary thereon, designed ro show that only
Onhodox Baptism by rrine immersion is valid and that "inasmuch u the
u.rim [Roman Catholics] arc nor pl:mrcd together with the double-natured
water
grain, Christ, in the
of Baptism, neither their body nor their soul
is cheurgically affected, and, to put the matter more plainly, they simply
cannot sprout salvation, bur inevitably wither and go ro desrruaion"
(p. 25, a.); when they enter the Onhodox Church, therefore, they ought
IO be (re)baprized and nor merely c.brismared [confirmed].
AR.THUR. CAR.I. PJBPKOR.N
OD

THB SBCOND COMING OP CHRIST. By F. Berkhof. Grand Rapids:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 102 pages. Oorh. $1.50.

Professor Berkhof, President emeritus of the Calvin Theological
- SCID
Grand Rapids, Mich., offers an exposition of the second coming of
the lord Jesus under the topics: the rime, manner, purpose, glory, and
comfort of His coming. He seeks ro counteract the thinking that the
appearance of our Savior at the end of time has already found its fulfillment "in the influence which He still exercises in the world" or in the
"coming of the Holy Spirit."
The author's desire is to "give expression to the truth u God has reYCalcd ir, and to promote the proper understanding of this blessed truth
amoagpeople
the
of God." This desire is presented in statements like
these: '"The purpose of the Lord's second coming has no meaning whatsoevtt for typical Modernists, since they rule out that coming altogether"
(p. 50); "According ro Scripture Christ will come again at the end of
the world, and His coming will at once be followed by the general resurreaion, the final judgment, and the renewal of heaven and earth" (p. 28).
The srmmenrs 'The redemptive work of Christ as it is set forth in the
New Testament is nor yet complete" (p. 14 ) and ''By the second coming
of Jesus Christ the Lord will complete His great work of redemption"
(p.68) find their explanation in these words of the author: "His sacrificial work is indeed finished, but the application of this and His interceuoq work still continue, and will continue until the consummation of
all things" (p.14). In preference to the first quotation of this paragraph
we adhere to the theological language: The atonement is complete, and the
intercasion of the exalted Christ has applicative rather than atoning value.
P.spuially the last three
of this volume dearly present
spirthe
and practical values for us Christians in the final consummation of
our faith through the second coming of our blessed Savior.
Lo:aBNZ WUNDDLIOI
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THB DIMTH OP CHRIST. By James Denney, edited by R. V. G. Tum.
Chicago: Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, 1952. 207 pap. Clorh.
$1.50.

This is the first American edition of a British Evangelical classic chat
originally came out in 1902. A second edition followed soon after with
supplemcna.ry chapters dealing with 'The Atonement and the Modem
Mind." Of this the present edition is ll revision, simplification, ud abridge,
ment It furnishes ll compact but scholarly review of the death of Christ
as the central theme in the Synoptic Gospels, in the "earliest Chrisiisn
revealed
in Aas And the Pettine letters, in the Epistles of
preaching" as
St Paul, in Hebrews, and in the Johannine Jiterarore. The closing cbaprcrs
discuss the continuing relevance of the death of Christ to Christian pteaching and Christian theology. The Protestantizing, evangelistic bias of the
author is ooly rarely apparent and will be automatically correaed by the
careful reader.
Tho D11111h of Chris, will prove highly useful for paston
111 they prepare for their Lenten preaching.
ARTHUR CARL PIBPKOIN

THE QUEST FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY. By Robert S. Bilheimer. New
York: Association Press, 1952. 181 pages. Ooth. $2.50.

lenge

rity

phases

An Americun k-ader in the ecumenicul movement here gives his "aaoum
of the quest for unity among Christians and the churches during the past
half cenrory." He briefly traces the American denominations of today back
to their historic roots. Next he describes the distinctively American type
of Chrisitian unity resulting from our country's historic individualism,
tempered by revivalism, skepticism, a tendency to disregard the niceties of
theology, a common conviction of missionary duty ond responsibility, the
prcdominandy "middle-class flavor" of Americu's Protestant churches, and
the
of secularism. Then he sketches the areas of agreement
(in terms of the ecumenical manifestocs from Lausanne to Amsterdam)
and the five primary areas of diagreement: The relation of the Church to
the kingdom of God; the relation between the "visible" and the "invisible"
Church; the conditions of church membership; the Sacramen11; and the
of the ministry. Part One ends with a summary of the steps chat
Jed to the formation of the World Council of Churches and of the "nest
steps" that the ecumenical movement must take. Part Two consists of interpretations "from the inside" of the major American denominationsBaptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Disciples, Congrega•
tionalis11, Lutherans (by Professor Joseph Sittler of Maywood), Friends,
and the Eastern Orthodm. As the statements of ecumenical-minded man•
bers of their respective bodies consciously speaking to an ec:umenically
interested readership, these summaries of denominational convictions and
are highly valuable. At the same time it would be unwise to
generalize from them or to regard them as comprehemive credos. Tb.
Q•.sl for Clmslitln Unily is a useful addition to the literatwe of the em•
menical movement.
AllTHUll CARL PIBPKOIN
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J. Ducasse.

New York: The R.oaald Press Company, 1953, vi aod 441 pages.
Oocb. H,50.

ha• acme, this book from the pen of a professor emuiws of philosophy
in reverse. Professor Ducasse declares
dm be wishes 1D
awid iconoclasm"
u well as "pious apology."
"wan10n
Wielding "Ocam's razor" enugetically, he
a plague on the houses
boch of what he calls the scientific imperialists who dogmatize skeptically
in the aame of science and the theological imperialists who dogmatize
&deisrially in the name of religion. While he frequently professes his
adbermce to "the true spirit of science" -which he defines as "neither
the will to beliCYe nor the will 10 disbelieve, but the will to investigate,
and the readiness 1D readjust one's theoretical horizons whenever residual
facts may demand it" (p.6) -the author in fact gives the impression of
being incemely aitical as far as Christianity is concerned and of being
almost naively credulous in
areas.
His definition of religion is exceedingly broad; it "is any set of articles
of faith-topher with the observances, attitudes, obligations, and feelmp tied up therewith-which, in so far as it is in8ucntial in a person,
rads ... 1D provide motivation for the individual to conduct himself
alauistially on occasions when his individual interest con8iets with that
of society and when neither his spontaneous altruistic impulses, nor the
sanctions of the laws or of public opinion, arc potent enough by themselves or together to motivate such conduct . . . (and) to give the indi,idual in some measure the serene assurance out of which flows courage
ions OD
of fear, dignity in defeat, humility in success, conscientiousDess 111d moderation in the exercise of power" (p.415). To perform
these functions "the dogmas of the religions need not at all be uue but
DIily be finnly believed to be true" (p. 4).
Both orthodox theism and Humanism come in for some sharp blows;
the nontheistic religions of the East (like Buddhism) and parapsychology
fare much better. Polytheism appears to Professor Brown "to be a more
plausible and more defensible form of theistic belief than monotheism"
(p. 3), wbethu the latter be conceived of personalistically or as impersonal
pantheism. Evil is accounted for in exclusively hedonistic terms. Prayer
bu subjective values, but its objective necessary
effeets have no
relation
lO a Higher Power. People whose theistic belief is sufficiently vague that
diey can bold on to it after discovering "there
that
is really no evidence
lhat the belief is true" (p. 351) are "psychologically fortunate."
is Professor Ducuse always lucid in his presentation, and he writeS with
wit and with grace. His book would have
stronger
been the
for ID adequate trcatmcnt of the implications of the Incarnation, the Atonement,
111d the Sacraments for Chri1ti1D theology, imtead of the single secondhand obiter dictum on page 190. The chapter
mysticism
on
surprisingly
mauim no reference Orthodox
to
Hesychasm.
While the inJluence of
111 Bl'OWD Uoiffnitr is ID apologetia
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James Bissett Pratt, Virgilius Ferm, James H. Leuba, and George Albert
Coe is strong, yet as far as the currently influential leaders of theological
and philosophical thought in America and in the world are concerned,
this book might almost have been written fifteen years ago.
A Philosophical Serntiny of Religio11 rates attention from Christian
clergymen as an articulate and readable statement of a skeptical position
which fairly approximates that of many individuals with whom paston an
expect to deal in the more literate strata of the population.
ARTHUR CARL PJEPKORN

l!ARLY CHRISTIAN PATHBRS. Edited by Cyril C. Richardson. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1953. Cloth. 415 pages. $5.00.
This book is Volume I of Tht1 Library of Christian Classics. It contains
new translations of some of the basic Christian writings of the fint two
centuries. The effort has been made to render the originals in ""clear,
idiomatic English. • • ." Of special interest to the scholar is the extensive
book list included in the volume. Another important feature is that the
writings included in the volume are preceded by portions of introduamy
material. There are indexes and Bible references. In an age in which men
are again retUrning to the past for re-study of its life and culture pattern
this book should find many and avid readers.
PHILIP J. SCHR.0EDEJl
THB ORIGIN AND DBVBLOPJ\fl!NT OP BARLY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH ARCHITBCTURB. By J. G. Davies. With 17 half-tone
illustrations and 45 diagrams. New York: Philosophical Library,
1953. 152 pages. $4.75.
Like other aspects of Christian archaeology and history, the origin of
ecclesiastical suucrures has been extensively investigated during the past
half century. But the findings of this research have long awaited a readable synthesis. Such a synthesis Mr. Davies - a priest of the Church of
England, a lecturer in Theology at the University of Birmingham, and die
author of Dail, LilII in 1h11 Barb, ChNreh - has here given us. His field
covers the entire Mediterranean world during the first six centuries of our
era: from Merida in Spain to Arbela in Iraq, from Lyons and Nikopolis
in the north to Thelepte and Alexandria in Africa. While the book es•
plicity makes no claim to exhaustiveness, and while some of the data
admit of meanings other than those placed upon them by the author, the
result of his efforts is a work of inescapable importance not only for the
church historian, the theologian, and the professional church architect, but
in a very direct way for pastors and parochial building committees. It is
probable that the sixth-century Church of SS. Peter and Paul at Gerasa, for
instance, depicted in restoration on Plate XI, will ultimately have more to
•1 to the builder of a twentieth century Lutheran parish church in Amer•
ica than a medieval Gothic Church in Germany, England, or France. An
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mmsiff bibliography, a useful index, superbly helpful illustrations and
diagnms. and a succinct glossary add to the value of the book.
AllTHUll CAllL PJEPKOllN

THE LETI'ERS OF SAINT ATHANASIUS CONCERNING THB HOLY
SPllUl'. Tnmlatcd with lnuoduaion and Notes by C. R. B. Shapland. New York: Philosophical Library, 1951. 204 pages. Ooth.

S6.oo.
"By reaffirming the propriety of the Spirit to the Son, Athanasius not
only secured, at a decisive hour, the Church's faith in the one Godhead;
be med the line upon which its Pneumatic doctrine was to develop"
(p.43). So Mr. Shapland evaluates the significance of these four indispurably authentic letters, which he has translated into English for the
fiat time. St. Athanuius wrote them from exile about 359/ 60 to Bishop
Sarapion of Thmuis to counteraa the heresy of a localized, conservative,
Egyptian sect known only from these letters. These Tropici" taught on
the basis of Amos 4:13 and 1 Timothy 5:21 that the Holy Ghost w:11
11 ~ . ID angel, unlike the Son. Without using the term hn,osl•sis,
without aflirming expressly a procession of the Holy Ghost from the Father
duough the Son, and without explicitly calling the Holy Ghost Godrhc doscst he comes to it is to say that He is 1h11ologoN111tmon, "confessed :11
GodN-Sr.Athanasius recovers for the Church "the New Testament conception of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of the Son, not only inasmuch as the
Son gives and sends Him, but because He is the principle of Christ's life
within us. His ministry is the ministry of the Son; and all the action of the
Son is accomplished in Him." (P. 35.) The action of the Godhead
derim from the Father and is accomplished through the agency of the
Son in the Holy Ghost, app:i.rendy in the sense that the Holy Ghost
realizes •ad aaualiza the power of God. In addition to the excellent
translation and the very considerable textual smdy
underlies
that
the
English YCrsion, Mr. Shapland has furnished a compaa introduction, illumiauing footnotes, and careful indices of words and subjects, proper names,
patristic references, and Scripmre references. Our spiritual forebears delighted in the study of the Church Fathers in the original and their theology- and ours - became the richer for it. Let their spirimal sons take
the same delight in this valuable contribution to Patristic literamre in
English!
AllTHUll CAllL PJBPKOllN
0

THB HIERARCHY OP HlMVBN AND HARTH: A NBW DIAGRAM
OP MAN IN THB UNIVERSE. By D. E. Harding, with an inuoduaion by Clive Staples Lewis. Illustrated by the author. New York:
Harper and Brothers, 1952. 268 pages. Ooth. $3.50.

"This book is, I believe." says the author of Tb• Sa•wltlfJ• Ull#S in
his P ~ "the first attempt
reversetoa
movement of thought which bas
beaa going on sioce the beginning of philosophy," the process that has
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led mankind from a stage of thinking where "the universe appears puked
with will, intelligence, life and positive qualities" to the current nihilisms
"where almost-nobody discovers his mistakes about almost-nothing." Mr.
Harding is in his mid-forties, a professional architect who has practiced in
England and India, a wartime officer in the Royal Engineers, a lay phi·
losopher, and a lay theologian with recent articles in Th11olo17 to his
credit. In this book he argues that man-humanity stands in the center of
a hierarchical order that begins with the electron and proceeds through
the atom, the molecule, and the cell to man; beyond man the hierarchies
rise through the human species, geospheric life, the planet, the star, and
the galactic nebula. Beyond the electron is the Center, beyond the galactic
nebula is the Whole; both the Whole and the Center is God (which realls
Luther's dictum: Ni,h1s isl so k/11in, Goll isl 110,h l:l11in11r; ni,hls isl so
gross, Goll isl 110,h gro11ss,,r.) In defense of his thesis Mr. Harding
marshals an impressively erudite body of scientific fact and hypothesis. The
whole work is a stimulating and audacious piece of large-scale philosoph•
ical theorizing that deserves attention, if only because it indicates tha1
another interpretation can reasonably be placed on the facts of coatem•
porary science beside the interpretation of naturalistic humanism.
ARTHUR CARL PIBPKOJIN

SERMONS PROl'tf JOB. By John Calvin. Translated by Leroy Nixon.
Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 19,2. :nnii+
300 pages, ,¾ XS¾. $4.,o.
This ample volume is in the series to which Mr. Nixon has coauibuted
earlier translations and one monograph on Calvin as a preacher. Twenty•
eight pages of the present volume are a very able summary by Harold
Dekker on the preaching of Calvin and particularly the sermons on Job.
Several sections are of interest to the Lutheran preacher. "Calvin firmly
believed that there must be a place in the act of preaching for the con•
tinuing inspiration of the Holy Spirit. He did not go as far as Luther,
for whom the Word preached was virrually the same as the Word wriuea,
but neither did he accept the Zwiogliao and Anabaptist view that the
sermon was nothing more than a sign pointing to Christ. He toOlr:
a mediating position in holding on the one hand that the Bible is
uniquely inspired and is in its written form objectively the Word of Goel,
and that the sermon has authority only as an explication of the Word
written; but on the other hand that the sermon becomes redemptiftly
effective only when the Holy Spirit is operative in both the preacher and
the hearers" ( p. xiv) . The sermons are stenographic reports and hence
seem unadorned by literuy standards. They closely ally exegesis and
practical application, but they do not seek for a unity of problem.
Interesting is the oonexegetical interpretation of Job 19:26-29, con6ocd
to what Calvin assumed Job knew in his time. Some facets of these
sermons give accent to areas not generally ueated in Lutheran preaching.
RICHARD R. CABMMBllD
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PIITIBRN POR SUCCl!SSPUL UVING. By Fred Pierce Corson. Philadelphia: The John C. Winston Company. 148 pages, 7¾ X 5. $2.50.

The purpose of this interesting book is to help people to get from
wbae they are to where they want to be. This thought is emplwizc:d
ia Cfff'f one of the twenty-six brief chapters, which uy to take into
:ICtOUllt e,ay factor that could contribute to successful living. Without
mdoniag etery statement of Bishop Corson, we may s:ay dut one c:in
duin • great deal of inspiration and profit from this thought-provoking
n>lume if one bears in mind two fundamental facts which the author
eirher did not mention or adequately stress. The one is that without faith
ia the llOaement wrought by the Son of God there can be no successful
litiag; the other is that successful living. like every other gift, is from
aboTe and mmes down from the Father of Lights. The book is a rich
IIDtthouse of helpful material for use in sermons, addresses, and pastoral
caunseliag.
0. E. SoHN
IVORDS OP UPB. A sell'Ction of Sermons for the Church Year B:ised on
the Eisenach Gospel Series. By Pastors of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Australia. Lutheran Publishing House, Adelaide, South
Ausualia, 1953. 542 pages, 5¾ XB¾ . Approximately $3.00.

This fine volume is a welcome contribution from the Church "down
under" to Lutheran preaching. Names of authors are not indicated. A list
of suggested hymns is appended, the numbers of which do not correspond with those of the 1..tt1bnan H1mnal. The sermons reveal a remarbbly uniform high quality of textuality, organization, and dear ez.
pression. They reflect parish preaching in the best sense. American
pmchen will do well to utilize their devotion to the text.
RICHARD R. CAEMMBllER

THB GOSPBL ON SKID ROW. By Frank Jennings. Fleming H. Revell
Company, New York, N. Y. 159 pages, 5½X7¾ , $2.00.

Fraak Jennings. pastor of Stanford Hill Congregational Church in
Landoa, came to America in the summer of 1951 to make a pastonl
adiange with 10 American minister. This plan miscarried. To make
his •isit worth while, he determined to pursue his specialized study on
American soil. Por the best part of his life in England he had lived,
uamped, and worked among the down-and-outs and had helped them
through Christian missions. With this background it was easy for him
to cmmnce his friend George Bolton of the Bowery Mission, New York,
of missions in the skid rows of Syracuse, Chicago,
endsand other
elsewhere,
Boehmer,
and
to help him conceal his identity and sink out
of sight among human derelicts in flophouses. He lived with the dregs
of society, ate with them, slept with them, and wore the same kind of
nged. filthy docbes they did. This dose usociation with human flotsam
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and jetsam swished back and forth by the waves of sin gave him me
material for his book The Gosp•l on Sllitl Row.
Jennings' graphic description of Alec the Bowery Bum, George me
Gambler, Paulene the Prostitute, Charlie the Boozer, Roy the Journalist,
Alf the Communist, Carl and Tillie, and S:un the Boxer are striking mod·
ern examples of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, the woman at Jacob's
Well, Zacchacus in the sycamore tree, and the publicans and sinaen who
responded to Jesus' call.
Two points ought be evident to everyone who thoughtfully turns these
pages. No one has the right to assume a holier-than-thou attitude toward
the gutter rat, because sin can strike anyone down, and the Gospel still
has the power to lift the most abandoned of sinners out of association widl
devils into blessed fellowship with God. The pastor also will find much
in these stories that will inspire him to a greater appreciation of me
Gospel he is preaching. The determination to know nothing but me
crucified Christ, a willingness to stoop down and offer the balm of God's
Word to despised and forsaken wrecks, and a desire to pray the second
petition
of the Lord's Prayer in his study and before his congregation more
fervently a.re only some of the values this book offers the clergyman•
ALBX \'7M. C. GUEBERT
reader.
IN PARABLES. By Clovis G. Chappell. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, New

York, N. Y., c.1953. 153 pages, 5¼ X7 MJ. $2.00.
Chappcll's twenty-first book brings fourteen sermons on parables of
Jesus. In some, readers will find the theology basic and challenging. Ia
others, they will be a bit disappointed. On the Parable of the Laborers,
Matthew 20, we read: "The test of what is in our hearts is what we do
with what is actually in our hands. These five o'clock laborers were rewarded because they had done their best with the opportunities that were
theirs" (p. 39). The Parable of Counting the Cost, Luke 14, is
referred to the decisions in the "building of a Christlike character." The
Parable of the Prodigal Son, Luke 15, stays with the story of the younger
son and suesses yielding our hearts to God. The older son is cliscussed
in a separate sermon entitled "Sour Saints," and this is one of the best ia
the book. We cheer when we find the Parable of the Pounds, Luke 19,
expounded: ''We have all received the Gospel of Christ•••• We haTe
all come to possess eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. • • • We
are alike in that we all have equal access to God" (p.136). Likewise well
done is the Parable of the Unjust Steward, Luke 16. Whether you adopc
Chappell's theology or not, you profit from his facile and personal es•
prcssion.
RICHAJlD R. CABMMDD
THI! PSYCHOWGY OP PASTORAL CARI!. By Paul E. Johnson. New

York and Nuhville: Abingdon-Cokesbury. 368 pages, 9X5¾,
$4.75.
''What we hope to clisc:over is a new way of looking at people. DOt
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rhrough a rdacope of detaehed curiosity or a microscope of magnified
miauciae, but in face.co-face responsiveness to perceive with deeper appiccwioa the ftlucs they aic striving in devious ways to attain." With this
saremait from the picface, Dr. Johnson, professor of the psychology of
religion and chairman of the Pastoral Counseling Service at Boston UniTersilJ, summarizes best his new book. The volume has grown out of his
pmoaal e:peciencc at the University, wheic the faculty of theology and
JISJChology and mental health bring students into a teamwork relationship through the staff of the Pastoral Counseling Service. It is a valuable
and timely book for every pastor and will help him as a reference work
in deuing with various situations. It is not intended to serve primarily
u a reference book but will certainly be used by pastors in this way.
The bnguage is dear and non-technical. Occasional case history helps
to clarify the author's point. The chapters cover: I. The Person and the
Pasror; IL Pastoral Relationships; m. Responsive Counseling; IV. Confession; V. Marriage Counseling; VI. The Pastor and the Family; VII. The
Ministry of Healing; Vlll. Meeting Death; IX. The Pastor Himself; and
X. Ultimate Concerns. The book does not offer easy ready-made solutions
but opens the door to a fuller appreciation of basic considerations in pastoral care. Dr. Johnson has covered his subject, Psychology of Pastoral
Care, well; but one has the feeling that the power of God operating
through the means of grace is somewhat slighted. This weakness does not
dctraa from the value of the text for the pastor who is eager to improve
his skills and insights in order to render better pastoral service. .Appendix A
standards
pracots
the
for the work of the chaplain in the general hospital,
olicially approved by the American Protestant Hospital .Association; and
Appendiz B, the standards for clinical pastor education, adopted by the
National Conference on Clinical Pastoral Training. The Bibliography is
esttnsive and will guide the reader into many materials for further study

of this subject.

EDWAllD

J. MAHNKE

20 OCCifSIONlfL SBR/tfONS. By Pastors of the Evangelical Lutheran
Clmrth. Miooeapolis, Mino.: .Augsburg Publishing House, c. 19S3.
234 pages, S½ X 8. $3.00.
This wlume is a unit in the noteworthy series of volumes of regular
0t special sermons published by .Augsburg. This collection provides sermons for ocasions such as Rally Day, Rural Life Sunday, Thanksgiving,
Bacalaurcate, and anniversaries. Some interesting variations in treatment
emerge. Splendid is the sermon for Independence Day on Hebicws 11: 16
(pp. 9S ff.). Richly evangelical is the sermon for Harvest Festival on
Psalm 67 (pp.117 ff.). A good sketch of the pastoral ministry is the
sermon of famrell 10 a congregation (pp.19S ff.) on Bpb. 3:14-21. In
some iJISU!ICel basic Gospel has been presupposed to0 much, thus to an
eaggemed degree in the sermon for graduation (pp. 1S3 ff.) on 1 Cm.
3:9. The accem on the living Christ in the sennoo for installation
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(pp. 17S ff.) almost negates the meaning of Christ's death. The aaempt
at
the sermon for Children's Day (p. 39 ff.) is novel.storytelling
Correa: "Savilfnarola" (p. 165).
RICHARD R. CABMJ.IBRD
THB CHRIS'Illl.N KINDBRGARTBN. By Morella Mensing. Sr.Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1953. 174 pages, 7¼ X9½. lled doth.
$4.00.
This book is not a textbook. Written by an experienced and successful
Chtistian teacher of small children, it is a timely and extremely valuable
contribution toward the establishment and development of effective Chris•
tian kindergartens. It supplies from the richness of the author's pedagog·
ical experiences and insights the kind of suggestions and helps for which
many are eagerly seeking.
The nature, objectives, program, and environment of the Christian
of the
kindergarten; the mture,
small child; techniques and procedures that make for successful kindergarten teaching; the kindergarten curriculum, programs of study, equipment and supplies; profuse illustrations in photographic reproductions and
drawings; lists of selected references at the end of each chapter; a year's
course in religion, with suggested songs, prayers, and activities; ianwner•
able suggestions with regard to storytelling, play, excursions, and introducing the child to drawing, music, crafts, reading, and numbers-these and
many other valuable details of content make the book an indispensable
guide and storehouse of resource materials, especially for the reacher.
A new appreciation of the value and possibilities of a Christian kindergarten as an educational agency will come to all who read and use this
book.
A.G. MBRKENS
EPFBCTIVE BVANGEUSM: "The Greatest Work in the World." By
George E. Sweazey. New York: Harper and Brothers, c.1953. 284
pages, 5 ½ $3.S0.
XB¼.
This textbook on evangelism, prepared by the Secretary for E\•aagelism
for the Presbyterian Church, U.S. A., is a useful summary of the entire
subject for the pastor and will furnish valuable chapters for special readings in training groups for evangelism. The advantage of the book is the
description of the goal of evangelism as bringing "people to faith in
Christ and membership in His Church" (p.19). The book suesses the im•
pomnce of the congregation in the evangelistic process. The chapters discuss the basic requirement of Chtistians who wish to evangelize, various
activities and agencies within the parish for promoting the evangelistic
program, the care of new members and of absent members, mass communication and intercburcb organization. Thtce chapters propose to deal
with "What To Say" in evangelism. "Sin and Salvation" are described
u part of the motive for evangelism (p. 29) and 'The Power of the
Cross" is described u one of twenty "evangelistic appeals" (p. 69). The
chapter on ''What To Say" describes a variety of openings and strategies
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ill CDIMrSICion ndaer than the Gospel iaclf ( pp. 136 ff.) . The chapter
oa ~ ptaehing (pp. 159 fl.) likewise spends a minimum of
time on CODteDt and a maximum on :urangement. The table of contents

does

not

iaclude "Gospel." The Lutheran preacher should find himself

quice able to fill in this lack and he will find much of the remainder
of the book practical and pertinent for his situation.
RICHARD R. CABMMBRBR

THB WST CHURCHl!S OP CHINA. By Leonard M. Outerbridge. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1952. 237 pages, 5½ x8. Cloth.

$3.50.
Dr. Outerbridge, a minister of the United Church of Canada, became
a missionary to China in 1925. In 1949 he returned to China for a study
of problems confronting Christians by the rise of Communion. Tht1 Losl
ClJ•nlHs of Cl,;,,,. is the outcome of this research. The author shows that
Cbrisriaoity escablishcd iaclf some five times in China: ( 1) the Assyrian
("Nmorian") mission of the seventh to ninth centuries, ( 2 ) the Assyrian
mission of the thirteenth and founeenth centuries, (3 ) the Roman Catholic mission in the days of the Ming and early Ching dynasties, ( 4) the
later re-csublishment of the Roman Catholic mission, and ( 5 ) the Protarant missionary enterprise, the last two being of the nineteenth and
nmitieth centuries. In each of the five cases the work of the missionaries
disintegrated, and so he calls the churches that were <.'St:iblished and then
disappeared "lost churches." One wonders! Surely there is still a noticeable
remnant of the work of the past hundred years. One can hardly call this
efort "lost."

The main purpose of the book is to try to discover why church work
which once flourished in China should in each case go down again. The
author feels
same
themistake
was made in each of the five cases: Christianity allied itself with a political power, and then when that power went
down, so did Christianity, "five times in thirteen hundreds years." The author also indiated that the churches uied to further their cawe by promoting the social gospel to the neglect of the real Gospel of salvation. 'To the
Chinese this dazzling outpouring of gifts from the West made Christianity
the most materialistic religion they had ever known." In another place
be Slates, ''We have left undone that which we should have done."
We ought to say in passing that our own missions in China, as well misisom
u the
of many other church bodies there, were not tied up with
IDJ political power. Nor could it be said that there were many cases of
•dazzling outpouring of gifts from the West." That there was some of
this is not to be denied. On the other hand, many of us feel that many
Christians are arrying on in es:ercising their faith, even (perhaps underground) 1prading the Word of God. The Word will not retum void.
E. C. ZIMMDMANN
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ESTABUSHING THB CONVBRTS. By Arthur C. Archibald. Philadelphia: The Judson Press, c. 1952. 108 pages, 5 ¼ X 8. $2.00.
Dr. Archibald wrote one of the most popular of early books on evangelism, N ew Tesl11men/. B1111116elism, Philadelphia: Judson, 1946. This
linle book proposes to meet the problem of '"the hole in the sack": "Ia
general, we lose each year approximately one-third 115 many members u
we welcome on profession of faith" (p.14) . The chapters deal with
various ph:ues of the life of the Christian in his congregation, in which
his relation to the fellow Christian is to be strcngrhcncd. Every pastor
ought to use a book like this to remind himself tllllt his task is not simply
RICHARD R. CAEAO.fllllEll
mission but also edification.

DBSIGN FOR CHRISTIAN UVING. Sermons by Hugh Thomson Kerr.
Edited by Domld Craig Kerr. Philadelphia: The Wcsrmiaster Pms,
c.1953. 157 pages, 5½X8¼. $2.50.
This aatholos, of sermons by the Jare Hugh Thomson Kerr has beeD
edited by his son both from his parish and his radio preaching. Many
of the sermons are remarkably short. Readers will appreciate some deft
turns of thought or phrase for setting forth well-known facrs. The basic
Gospel is explicit in varying degrees. The total impression given by the
book is that of a warm faith applied to the actual issues of life.
RICHAllD R. CABMMDER

CHOICB SBRMON NOTBS. By Charles Haddon Spurgeon. Edited by
David Otis Fuller. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zoadervao Publishing
House, c.1952. 217 pages, 5 ½ X7
¾ , $2.95,
first The
volume of this series appeared in 1941. These outlines are
remarkably useful for summarizing Spurgeon's methods and .revealing
useful strategies of approach to a doariae or a text. Very
frcqueady
Spurgeon extemporized his sermons on the basis of these simple sketchc:s.
Some of the studies have addenda of quotations or illusrratioas. The customary criticisms of Spurgeoo's method and doctrine apply. A thoughtful
preacher will know bow to derive value from the volume.
RICHAllD R. CAm.Bfl!Ull

THB CHURCH W'B LOVB. By Wilbur LaRoe, Jr. New York and Nuhville: Abiogdon-Cokesbury Co. 79 pages, 5 Y.z X 7¾ . $1.25.
One could only wish that the author h:ad begun his book with its 1ur
three sentences and used them u his background: "Jesus is not only the
beautiful and perfect .revelation of Goel, but he is the mediator benrem
us and Goel, a mediator who willingly gave his life for us. It is not
through our own merit that we are to be saved, but through cbe merit
of Jesus Christ. It is through him and through him alone that we can
be redeemed and our l01t world aved." That is the ezceat to which the
Gospel finds a place in this book, even when the person of Christ and
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work of missions is discussed by the author, a layman and former modmax of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. A. Yet there is a fine evaluation
of rhe minisuy and its chief functions as well as of the imponance of
b7 1aiYity, co-operation, and prayer. One is puzzled how a man can
meal 10 fine an acquaintance with the teachings of Scripture on Chrisrim living but give the heart of the Gospel so wide a benh. The book
is predominantly this-worldly
outlook. in
0. B. SoHN
PUNDAAfBNTlfl.S IN CHRISTIAN BDUClfTION. THBORY lfND
PRACl'ICB. By Cornelius JaarsmL Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 482 pages. Ooth. $S.OO.

Dr. Jaanma, professor of education at Calvin College in Grand Rapids,
Mich., offers in this book a compilation of 40 selected readings from
as&JS and addresses by 17 Reformed educators of America and the Netherlands. The volume is noc intended as a well-rounded statement of a Christian philosophy of education; however, its critical discussions of the theory
111d practice of Christian education within the framework of the Reformed
faith contribute toward the development of such a statement.
The book is divided into three main sections treating fundamental problems concerning rc:spectivc:ly
basis, the
aim, and program of Christian
education. It sets forth, in accordance with Reformed convictions, the
principles controlling each phase in the: development of Christian educaof key thoughts and brief comments which the
tion. The
compiler appends to each chapter and by which he pinpoints crucial issues
are helpful and valuable.
Distinctively Reformed in outlook, the book reOccts the conviction
that Christian schools should be established not by Christian congregations
but by Christian parents. However, thereby, the value of the book as
a pioneering effort to lay the foundations for positive Christian education
is not minimized.
The volume commends itself not only to theologians, philosophers, and
edUCIIDtS who are charged with leadership responsibility for the development of a full-orbed lltltement of a Lutheran philosophy of education, but
also to puton, teachers, and students in general who seek stimulation of
thought and resource materials with regard to the theory and practice of
Christian education.
A.G. MmutBNS

summa

AND PBlfCB lfT THB LlfST. By Russell L Dicb and Thomas S. Kepler.
Philadelphia, Pa.: The Westminster Press. 94 pages, lX7½. $1.S0.

Io the first pan of this book Dr. Dicks seeks to portray death from
the Yiewpoint of a patient who has just received the fatal verdict from his
pbJsician. His purpose is to teach the reader how to make the necessary
■djlllCmeats and be able to die in peace. Hence it is very strange that
Christ Crucified WU Dot admitted into that sicJaoom.
ID the ICCIOnd portion Dr. Kepler, with the aame objective in view,
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presents a number of excerpts from various writings on death and dying.
In some of these there is ar least casual reference ro rhe Atonement aacl
the
surpassing peace of heaven which flows from the devour acccpraace
of ir, yet the emphasis is weak. This is nor the type of bedside ministry
which we would offer to our people.
O. E. SoHN
POR WARD THROUGH THE. AGl!S. By Basil Mathews. New York:
Friendship Press. 275 pages. 5¾ X8¼. $2.75.

The author was born in Oxford and was graduated from its famous
university. \~hile living in London, he for many years served British
missionary societies as an editor and writer and edited a weekly news
service of all the churches around the world. He attended most of the
great missionary meetings held during the past half-century, including
Edinburgh in 1910, Jerusalem in 1928, and Madras in 1938.
His book is a compendious church history and mission history in which
all the main events, names, and places are briefly set forth with a remarkable sense of balance. In a fluid style he indicates how the church was
spread from the earliest beginnings till the modern twentieth-century
movements. His appraisals of happenings in mission history seem sound,
and they are succinctly set forth for busy readers. One notes that this man
had a profound knowledge of the past and that all modern movements
have passed bis eye as a gigantic panorama, with him at the same time
living in the picture.
A fifteen-page index thoroughly covers events, names, places, movenizations, and religion. A rime chart, ripped
into the buk
of the book, shows rhe comparative dares of important events for the
major religions of the world. For a quick brush-up on church history and
an equally quick overview of the whole mission enterprise, this is ir.
B. C. ZlMMIIRMANN

HOW TO FINANCE. THE. LOCAL CHURCH. By Ray Emerson Srahl.
Cincinnati, Ohio: The Standard Publishing Company. 31 pages.
Paper. 30 cents.

A little guidebook on stewardship education and rhe planning and
execution
of the financial program of the church. Nothing new, yet everything to the point and offering useful suggestions.
O. E. SoHN
POR PATHl!.RS ONLY. By Earl S. Rudisill. Philadelphia: The Mublea•pages.
berg Press. 168
Cloth. $1.75.

A readable, nontechnical presentation of the problems and .requirements
of being a good father in the present generation. It presents the father a
a person, a husband, and a parent of younger and adolescent children. One
is amazed, however, that a Lutheran pastor can make this statement: "Paul

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol25/iss1/23

20

Scharlemann: Book Review. - Literatur
BOOltllVIBW

888

powerfullJ iaJlueoccd by Asiatic philosophies, especially in his ideas
of womaa. ••• Women have little for which to thank him as far as their
ttlaliYC position is concerned. Io decided conuast to the words and acts
of Jaus, Paul relegated them to an inferior place." What docs this view
do to the docaioe of impiration and to Paul's statement: 'The things that
I wrile unto JOU are the commandments of the Lord" (1 Cor.14:37)?
Too, like m&Df scientific books on this subject, especially in the area of
succasful child training, one is left to guess what Christianity is. One
rads about Christian principles, but looks in vain for an explanation of
diem and their Gospel foundation. The author takes too much spiritual
insight for granted.
0. E. SoHN
1111

CHURCH AND STIf.Tl!.. By Claud D. Nelson. Cenu:al Department of

Publication and Disuibution, 120 E. 23d St., New York 10, N. Y.
(National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S. A.)
39 pages. 60 cents.

This pamphlet proposes to be a "guide to study and discussion" on
·the Amman pattern of interaction between the forces of religion and
pernmcar." After several pages of somewhat random quotations reSeering "points of view," it provides several pages of historical review and
thco a series of "clarifying considerations" and "current practices or proposals tending to modify the American pattern." The major emphasis of
the booklet deals with the Roman Catholic implication, discussing "public
funds for denominationally conuolled hospitals" and the issues surrounding education. In the latter area the Jewish practice of "dismissed time"
is n:commeaded. The pamphlet is useful u a stimulus for group discussions, but its premises aced careful supplementing.
RICHARD R. CABMMBllBR

By J. M. Weidenschilling. St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1953. 125 pages. 75 cents.

CHRJSTllf.N ClrlZl!.NSHIP.

Training for Christian citizenship assumes increasing importance in our
age of cluhiag political ideologies, of threats to God-given rights and
blasiags, of civic and political problems which disturb many consciences,
and of disregard of duties by both the governing and the governed.
Ia focusing the light of Scripture on many current questions concerning
civic and political mattera, this little book serves u a timely and helpful
offering for private reading and for study in Bible classes. It is an
espaasioo of materials originally offered
same
by the
author in a Bible
dus coune entitled Th• Cbris1;.. ntl His Co-,,1,, and published in the
April, 1952, issues of the COtleo,tlu, Bibi• SIIIU'III and the COtleortlu, Bibi.
7__,, Questions appended to each of the chapters of the book are
daiped to stimulate smdy and discussion. The appendix contains • uue-
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false test for review and discussion, rules regarding good citizenship. and
the
of the American flag; also 10 prayers for the government.
A.G.MDKBNS

.n PRIAfARY

1170RSHIP PROGRAAfS. By Idalee Wolf Wonk. Cin•
cinnati: St:andard Publishing Company, 19H. 285 pages. Red doth.

$2.1S.
A useful book, filling a need felt by many, although not all prayen and
stories contained therein may be wholly approved by all readen. ''This
book will help teachers and superintendents in their effort to provide
interesting and worth-while worship programs for Primary boys and girls."
Based on a brief Scripture passage, each of the 52 programs is introduced by a all to worship in verse form and includes a Bible story, an
object lesson, and
modern-day story. For the offerings to be brought
by the children the author supplies appropriate, brief, and appealing introconsecrate
toofferings.
the
ductory remarks and a small verse prayer
The use of this book will save the teacher much time in planning
worship programs for the primary-age children in Christian elementary,
Sunday, vacation Bible, and Saturday schools.
A.G. MDXBNS
WHBRB'BR THE SUN. By Samuel Hugh Moffett. New York: Friendship
Press, 1953. 121 pages. Cloth. $2.00.
Jesus shall reign whcrc'cr the sun
Does his successive journeys run
is the theme on which Dr. Moffett has written his book. In ten chapcen
he has indicated m.mes and counuies in which Jesus now reigns in the
hearts of men, rather of some men. He writes grippingly of Sundar Singh
of India, who carried the New Testament into the mountain fastnesses
of Tibet; of Jimmy Yen of China, who turned down a fortune and a lucra•
with his church work; of the development of young
tive career to
churches in the Philippines, Indonesia, Japan, and New Guinea; of oppor•
tunities in Latin America; of the young prince Chanuakorn of Siam, who
wanted to become a Christian because he saw how lovingly Christians live
and work together and how national churches are springing up "wbere'er
the sun does his successive journeys run." One is somewhat surprised at
the tremendous amount and the variety of the subject matter, gathered
from every continent on the globe.
The author states "men are not all right as they arc. All of us need
Christ, and without Christ, no matter how nice or how good or how wise
we arc, we arc not all right." His conclusion is that the message must be
brought to all men that Jesus Christ is the Lord and Savior, who alone
rakes away the sin of the world.
The book stimulates • lively interest in the promotion of world missions.
Dr. Moffett and his wife served for a time as Presbyterian missionaries
to China. They arc preparing now to continue their career in Korea.
B. C. Z!MMDMANN
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Fro• IH V•• K••P•• P,,ss, Wh1a1011, Ill.:

JIDDRBSSES ON ROMANS. By Louis T. Talbot. Second edition.
237 pages.$2.50.
Cloch.A
reprint of the 1936 edition.
Fro• Kn11l P•blie•lions, Grantl Rapids, ltfieh.:

Hl!BRBWS: THB BPISTLB OP WARNING. By John Owen, with a

pttfxe by Herbert Lockyer. 283 pages. Ooth. $3.00. This verse-byffllC apositioa is reproduced by photolithography from an earlier edition
of che first commentary produced by John Owen (1616--1683), "the
most IIIISSivc of the Puritan divines."
Fro• ~U.slNJl ltfor1•• •nd S,011, Lid., 33 LNdgaltJ Hill, London, B. C. 4,
E11lnl:

REVIVAL IN ROMANCB AND RBAl.lSM. By Mrs. Henry M. Woods.

236 pages. Ooth. An extensively revised second edition of a book first
publishrd some fifteen years ago, describing the World-Wide Revival
Pnru )lovement, of which the author is the founder.
Fro• Co•eorJi• P•blishingSI.Haus,,
Louis,

Mo.:

CROSSING THB KIDRON: A SBRIBS OP SBRltfONS POR LBNT
AND BA.STBR. By Twelve Pastors of The Lutheran Church- Missouri
Synod. 108 pages. Paper. $1.25.
Fro• IH A110,i•tttl L#theran Charitios, St. LoNis, "fa.:

PROCBBDINGS
THB JOINT SESSIONS OP (THB) ASSOCIATBD
l.UTHERJIN CHARITIES AND THB LUTHBRAN WBl.PARB CONFERBNCB IN AMBRICA IN THB YBAR 19.' 3, Edited by H.F. Wind.
124 pages. Paper. $1.50.
Fro• Hap,, •nd, Brothors, Ne111 York:

EDUCATION
Cloth. $3.00.

INTO RELIGION. By A. Victor Murray. 230 pages.

ONB FINE HOUR. By Frederick Keller Stamm. 176 pages. Ooth.

S2.50.
Fro• l,WJlnl,,ri Pnss, PhiW,Z,hia:

THB DIU!MMA OP CHURCH AND STATB. By G. Elson Ruff. 103

pages. Oorb. $1.50.
lro■

,r,, Plnlosopbiul Lihr•ry, Nw, York:

THB PUNDAMBNTALS OP WORW PBACB. By A. Hamer Hall.
112 ...., Codi. S3.00.
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Pro• Pln,ir,g H. Rn,U Co., W ,slwoatl, N. /.:

A COMMBNTARY ON ST. PAUL'S BPISTLB TO THB GA.LA.TIA.NS:
Based on Lectures Delivered by Martin Luther at thc Univeniry of
Wittenberg in the Year 1531 and First Published in 1535. A inised
uanslation, edited by Philip S. Waaon on thc basis of the "Midcllelon•
edition of thc English version of 1575. 567 pages. Cotb. $5.00. Mieh.:
Prom Zontl11n1•" P11blishing Ho11s., Gr•11tl RtlfJitls,

A CA.LI. TO THB UNCONVBRTBD TO TURN A.ND UVB. By
Richard Doter. 142 pages. Cotb. $2.00. A complete and unabridp
a best
classic
sellerthat was
in tbe
reprint of an English evangelistic
it first appeared in the seventeenth ccnruq.

PATHWAYS TO POWBR. By Merrill S. Unger. 160 pages. Cloth.
$2.00.
THB LORD OP THB HARVBST: THB MA.NIPBSTATION A.NDOP
THB HOLY SPIRIT. By S. Pranldin I.op
THI! AflNISTRATION
don. 153 pages. Cotb. $2.00.
HOW I CAN AUKB PRAYBR MORB BPPl!crIVB. By Hcrbcn
Lockyer. 125 pages.
. Cotb. $1.50
THB MA.STBR'S INDWBUING. By Andrew Murray. 180 p.p
Coth. S .50. A complete and unabridged reprint of a well-known series
of devotional papers originally prepared for and delivered at the Nonhfield Conference of 1895,
AUCLA.RBN'S 1024 BBST 11.I.USTRATIONS. Selected by James R
Martyn. 296 pages.
$2.95. Cotb.
A photorcpriat of a selection of
illusuatiom and anccdorcs from thc sermons of Alexander Macl.aren,
originally published in 1885 under the title Pi,111r,s •11tl Bmb/n,s,
From Willi•m B. B.rtlm•11.1 P11blishing, Comf,•n, Gr•11tl RtlfJitls, Midi.:

THB INPAUIBLB WORD: A SYMPOSIUM BY THB Af!MBBRS
OP THB FACULTY OP WBSTMINSTBR THBOLOGICAL S!MINARY.
Edited by N. B. Stonehouse and Paul Woolley. viii and 300 pap
Cotb. $2.50. A photolithoprinted third printing of a collection of SCYeD
essays, first published in 1946,
written
with the aim of clarifying and
affirming in the face of modern attacks upon it, the doctrine that thc Bible
is the infallible Word of God.
THB ATONBMBNT. By Archibald Alexander Hodge. 440 pages.
Cotb.
A reprint of the volume originally published by thc Presby$4.50.
terian Board of Publication in 1867.
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